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FACE. 








7 HEN Photius wrote the oldeft Review now 
. extant, for the ufe, of his brother, he could 

not poflibly forefee, that his book was deftined, after 
along petiod of darknefs,and barbarifm, to keep | 
alive the only memorial of many works then gene- 
rally diffufed, and in the hands of all who chofe to 
read them. Since the invention of printing, it has 
become infinitely more difficult for books to be en-, 
tirely loft; fuch only, excepted, as perifh not by any 
extraneous force or barbarous inroads, but by their 
own internal barbarifm; and becaufe they are not. 
worth multiplying, even by the compendious method 
of the prefs. The bulk of a review, as now contti- 
tuted in this Country, contains both thofe which are 
ephemeral, and thofe which are permanent, and, in 
our work, as well as in others of the fame kind, wil] 
hereafter be: found the names of many authors and 
produétions, which will have retained no other be- 
ing or memorial. To record thefe, may anfwer, 
perhaps, at.times, an occafional purpofe; but is 
chiefly calculated to gratify an idle curiofity, and 
is a cuftom, the breach of which, would be, perhaps, 
more meritorious than the obfervance. Of the reft, 
we may fay with Photius: Xpyeietoes ode Syrovers vx 
Exdidopeve, cic Te neDarawdy pywyuyy nal dvduyyow Tov a Te 
nara cecurov dvaretdwevoc exyrbec, ual cig Eroipoy evpeow gay 
ev avrors exilyrencuov’ 8 pvjy AAAd ual els ebyepecépav dvdhapbiy 
Tay emw TH avdyvagw THe ons cuvécews UREARiiny. ‘ AWhat 
a we 
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have written-may be ufeful towards the compendion$ 
knowledge and recolle€tion of what you have per- 
fonally read, and as a convenient aid for recurring to 
the matters treated in them; and alfo for the more 
eafy accefs to thofe which you have not yet perufed.” 
To this latter\part, our prefaces form a ftill more 
compendious dire€tion, lefs dry and barren than an 
“index : but with little more than general hints con- 
cerning the merits of publications, the fuller accounts 
of which, may be found in the correfpondent pages 
of the Review at large. This method has been 
approved, and therefore we proceed cheerfully in the 
tafk of its continuation ; enumerating, as ufual, the 
moft valuable articles’ in each clafs of literature, 
which we have confidered within this prefemt 

volume. 


Divinity. 


The moft remarkable book in this clafs, that is 
included within our prefent limits, is undoubted! 
Mr. Marfh's Letters* to Archdeacon Travis, in whic 
he yery fully refutes fo much of his antagonift’s ar- 
gument, as related to the MSS. ufed by R. Stephens. 

ad the Archdeacon lived, the controverfy could 
hardly have been renewed, on this part of the quef- 
tion ; which relates, as the learned well know, to the 
difputed verfe, 1 John v. 7. The new Verfion of Fob, 
by Dr. Gardent, i$, on the whole, too confiderable to 
be omitted in this place. Matter may be very ufeful 
to the ftudent, without er. quite original; and 
though the author may be blameable for omittin 
fome acknowledgments, or for a vain parade. oF 
general authorities, the fubftanee of his book is not 
affeEted by obje€tions which attach to him alone. The 
volumes of Sermons, which we have had occafion to 
netice within the laft half-year, are of the mof 


* No. FV. p. 341; Ve pigge, 9+ No. Hp. 163.’ 
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refpeftable kind. Firft, certainly, in point of merit, 
as ‘vel as of time, ftand thofe oF Dr. Hill*, of St. 
Andrews. Next to thefe may be ranked the Dif- 
courfes of Dr: Thomast, late Bithop of Rochefter ; 
of his biogra her, we may certainly fay with Martial, 
though ina ifferent fenfe, 


Si non erraflet fecetat ille minus, 


“ If he had not_been in an error, he would have 
written lefs.” The Five Dijcourfs publifhed b yi 
Irelandt, of Croydon, will not be thrown, afide. hy 
any reader, as the work of an author, either ‘unin- 
formed, or deficient in talents; they will rather be. 
received as an earneft of fomething more excellent, 
Which may be expeéted wher the porns 9 of the 
writer fhall be feconded by the choice of a more 
fertile fubjeét. Mr. Sven's edition of Claude on 
Composition of a Sermov§,. with the arguments of 
courfes annexed, which he calls Skeletons, a ‘2 
work of great theological merit and utility: the ex- 
preflion of fkeletons has been’ ridiculed, and not 
without reafon ; but the merit of the work is. per- 
fe€tly diftinét from any objeétions that may affe& the 
name. It is, as we mentioned, a TBs te of the fame 
kind as Beveridge’s Thefaurus Theologicus, but ete 
cuted with moré care. 

Of fingle Sermons and Charges, a few have o¢- 
curred, Which deferye particular notice. Among 
thefe, and indeed, rl almoft any fuch feleftion, the 
firft place cannot juftly be denied to Dr. Rennel’s Ser- 
mon for the Sons i Clergy), a sompotting of maf; 
culine ek Fe Sa _ energy wo ps 
which i is th e Chore foe ae pe ak x of the 
fion, which was the meee of her een oa ch 
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topics of confideration, and difcuffes them with that 
ability which thé adverfaries of the church are fo 
much mortified to fee upon the Bench. A Sermon of 
Dr. Hugh Blair, for the Sons of the Clergy in Scotland*, 
though it happens to be eclipfed by its Englifh. rival, 
might have encountered many others with fuccefs, 
oa is fuch as its author, with all his fame, may own 
without a blufth. The Faf Sermon of Dr. Maclainet, 
affords another inftance of diftinguifhed merit, main- 
taining its vantage ground with dignity, and putting 
ina new claim to public gratitude: and in the fame 
light appears Mr. Fones, in his two Sermons, entitled 
an Admonition to the Churchman{. The publication of 
thefe various compofitions, might have been claffed 
by the author, whom Dr. Maclaine formerly tranfla- 
ted§, among the profperous events happening to the 
Church at this period. Of fuch as belong to the 
oppofite clafs, we fhall not at prefent fay any thing. 


MorRALITY. 


It is not the firft time that we have introduced this 
lovely hand-maid of Religion, under the aufpices of 
Mr. Gi/borne||. Having formerly inftruéted his own, 
fex in the duties of their various fituations, he now 
offers a fimilar fyftem of admonitions to Females. In 
reviewing the firft work, we expreffed a with that 
this addition might be made** ; and we fay, with 
pitature, that our expectations have been fully fatis- 

ed, by the manner in which it is_performed. ,We 


hope. jt will not appear, in either cafe, that there is 


tht fame kind of conneétion between written mo- 
rality and practical, as Dr. Warton has remarked 
between the rules of criticifm and the art of writing. 
Jt is a remarkable fact,” fays heft, “ that in no 


* No. IL, p. 317. = + No. V. p. 564 toon IV. p. 383. 
§ Maticin. “fl See Preface to. Vol. V, p. iv. No. IV: p; 376. 
EF Vol, Vo Ps 334° tt Effay on ope; Vol, I, Pe 208. 
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lidhed nation,-after criticifm has been much ftudied, 


and the rules of writing eftablifhed, has any very 


extraordinary work appeared.” In both cafes, per- 
haps, the rules are multiplied in proportion to the 
obferved neceflity for them ; but we would not draw 


the parallel too ftrongly. 
History, 


As the Hifory of Greece, by Mr. Mitford*, is a: work 
already eftablifhed in charaéter, it is not neceflary that 
we fhould, as we fometimes have done, referve our ge- 
neral opinion to the clofe of our account. We have no 
reafon to hefitate in faying, that we cordially unite, in 
this refpect, with the general fentiment of the pub- 


lic. We praife it, and with for its continuance. .We 


fhall not, in this arrangement, make a feparate article 
for Mr. Maurice’s Indian Antiquities}, fo connected is 
it with his hiftory, that they may be confidered as 
almoft infeparable. That they both abound with - 
proofs of learning and ability, and with difcuffions 
of great importance to religion, as well as curiofity, 
we have more than once declared. It muft be’a ra- 
pid tranfition which brings us from fo remote a pe- 
riod to the very modern hiftory of M. Bertrand de 


‘Molevillet : both, however, have their utility; nor 


have. we perhaps many hiftories, on the truth of 
which we can fo fully depend, as on the memoirs of 
this French Minifter. Affuredly there have not of- 
ten been times, which produced more extraordinary 
materials for hiftory, than thofe of which he writes. 
Conne&ed, in fome meafure, with the fubje& of his 
narrative, is the hiftory of St. Domingo, by Mr. B. 
Edwards§, in which are exhibited fome of the confe- 
quences of that convulfion which deftroyed the un- 
ortunate Louis. The Infurreétion in Grenadal, de- 


* No, VI. °p. 


No. LL 2; 1V. 87, 
+ No. V. > ane t iP» 33: P» 357 
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{cribed by an anonymous author, is a link of the 
fame chain: and the account of the Maroon Negroes*, 
by the hiftorian of St. Domingo, contributes to gra- 
tify curiofity concerning the nature and caufes of 
many racent events. r. Bryant's hiftorical difqui- 
fitions on the fubje&t of the War of Troy}, form at 
leaft an interefting point in literary hiftory, and were 
examined by us with that care and attention which 
are claimed by every produtction of an author fo able 
and fo learned. We could with, indeed, that the 
latter tract had not been written; but being pro- 
duced, it was our duty to confider it, at once ‘with 
the refpect due to the author, and that due to the 
ea Mr. Coxe’s account of the Secret Tribunals of 

efphaliat, tends very agreeably to indulge a cu- 
riofity which genius had excited, but inveftigation 
only cin Tatisty 


o 
I 


CHRONOLOGY. 


To purge with euphrafy and rue this eye of hif- 
tory, is a tafk which, after the learned labours of 
thoufands, will never be completely performed. 
Some fpecks of obfcurity will yet remain ; and the 
diligence which removes even a few, is entitled to be 
received with gratitude and commendation. We 
have lately had before us two works of this kind ; 
namely, Chronological Tables§, a pofthumous work of 
the late Mr. Falconer, of Chefter ; which is confined 
to the period commencing with the reign of Solomon, 
and ending with the death of Alexander the Great: 
and; fecondly, Mr. Walker's Analyfis of Refearches into 
the Origin and Progre/s of hiftorical Time\, which begins 
from the creation, and undertakes no lefs than to 
examine and digeft all the exifting materials of 


* No. L p- QI. + No. V. p. 535; VI. p- $91; and VI 
p- $04. ~ No IL, p. 206, § No. L. p. 45. ” | No. H: 
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chronological knowledge. This work is intended to 
lead to further refearches of the fame important and 
arduous nature. Both thefe are books of great 
learning and merit. 


BrioGRAPHY. 


There are few lovers of Englifh littrature, or of 
the beft traits of old Englith chara¢éter, who will not 
rejoice at the republication of J/aac Walton's Lives, 
by Mr. Zonch*, with many ufeful notes, and a well- 
written life of the author. The life of Smolet, by 
Dr. Anderfont, forms a refpeétable addition to the 
clafs of poetical biography. Cadogan’s Life of Ro- 
mainet has fewer attractions, but will be read at leaft 
by the admirers of the fubje¢t, and by the friends of 
the author. The hiftor of monfters excites Curiofity, 
fometimes more than the accounts of Nature’s regu- 
lar produtions. On this principle, the Life of Rode- 
fhierre, written by M. Montjoye§. will be found to 
have attraétions. Nor is it without importance in 
the hiftory of modern times. 


ToPOcRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 


Mr. Price’s account of Hereford, being the only 
topographical work if our prefent lift, we have join- 
ed it with books of travels. The topogtapher is a 
traveller of a more circumfcribed kind, and the tra- 
veller is a kind of wandering topographer. Yet a 
traveller is fometimes refident for a time, and de- 
fcribes manners rather than places ; fuch a traveller 
is Our ye ingenious, and acute inftruétrefs, whofe 
account of het Réfidence in France€, is a model for 
compofitions of that kind; and a medel, we are 
well perfuaded, which will feldom be approached, 


* No. IV. p. 42 No, Ill. ° No. IV. p. 444. 
No. I. p. 64 " | Nol, pe 89. te ¢ Ne, I, 4 + A 
p 274; IV. p. 369. iil 
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even by the utmoft zeal of imitation. Mr. Wanfey's 
Fournal* of an excurfion in America, has by no 
means the fame recommendations, but may afford 
fome amufement to thofe who are curious, and fome 
ufeful cautions to thofe who are reiftlefs. 


PoLiTics. 


In the field of Politics we meet a champion, 
whom, alas! we fhall meet there no more; Mr. 
Burke, whofe Tzvo Letters on a Regicide Peacet, have 
proved the cycnean fong of that extraordinary ge- 
nius. Of this publication we gave our general opl- 
nion in our Preface to Vol. VII. Of himfelf, now 
he is no more, we fhall fay only, that if he had pot- 
{effed or indulge d, in earlier hike. the feelings he fo 
well expreffed towards the clofe of his career, the 
ereater part of his concluding efforts would pro- 
bably have been fuperfluous. About the time when 
the former tra¢t appeared, Mr. Bowles publifhed 
Two Letters to a Britt/h Merchant}, in which fome of 
the fame topics were handled; but which adverted 
chiefly to the pecuniary difficulties of the ftate, pro- 
pofing, at the fame time, means for the removal of 
them. 4 Third Letter, from the fame author, after- 
wards fuccefsfully purfued the fubjeét§, Mr. Brand's 
Effay on Political Affoctations|), was characterized, as 
well as Mr. Burke’s Letters, in our preceding Pre- 
faces. ‘Ihe author difplays in it not lefs acutenefs 
as an hiftorian, than wifdom as a politician. The 
Correfpoudence between Mr. Miles and M, Le Brun, 
is undeniably important, as throwing a ftrong light 
on the origin of the prefent war. That origin is 
certainly treated in a very different manner in Mr, 
Er/kine’s View of the Caxfes* *, &c. which we mention 


* No. II. p. 154. + No. I. p. 49. I No. I, ; 
& No. IV. p. 414. } No. J. p. 8, I No. I 76 35 
"#* No. IV. p. 389, 
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tather asa literary curiofity, than as.a book of poli 
tical wifdom. It may be confidered as a pleading 
for a rule to fhow caufe why;the miniftry fhould be 
changed ; and will hardly be cited in refutation. of the 
common opinion, that tranfcendent eloquence in 
{peaking does not imply an equal power of employ- 
ing the pen, Mr. Burke was great: in both ways 
alike ; but he was a rare example. . Whatever - 
might be the argumentatiye or rhetorical merit of 
this tra&t, it produced. two’able anfwers, one of 
{trong refutation, in point of argument, by Mr. Gif- 


ford* ; the other by an anonymous writer, under the 


title of Reafous againft National Def{pondencyt, with no 
lefs elegance than vigaur, and more approach to the 
powers of Mr. Burke than is often found in political 
writers. As a work of extenfive and, profound 
knowledge, on the fubjetts of finance and policy, the 
tract of Sir Francts d’ Ivernois, entitled Hiffoire de t’ Ad- 
miniftration des Finances}, &c. deferves conf{picuous no- 
tice, and particularly demands the attention, of all 
who are poffeffed of any kind of property. The 
Rudiments of Political Science, often traced on various 
plans, haye been drawn up, with confiderable fuc- 
cefs, by a writer whofe name is Macaulay§. His 
work is yet unfjnifhed ; but, judging from the part at 
prefent before the public, it may be expeéted to rank 
very highly among fuch elementary difquifitions. 
The remaining a. in this clafs, which demand to 


5 


be here mentioned, afe of foreign origin. The ear- 


lieft, in point of time, is a tranflation of fome Lefters, 
of the celebrated M. Ma/louet|. The fubjeé is the 
much-agitated topic of the French Revolution; of 
which, however, few can poflibly have been fo well 
qualified to treat as this author. Dumouriez, funk 
from the higheft political fituation, to an equally ex- 
traordinary degree of obfcurity, can hardly gain at- 


_ * No. IV. p. 406 + No, VY. p. 548 +t No, Vopr 523 
) No. Vy. p. 507. | No, IL, p. 203. 5-2 
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téntion for his publifhed fpeculatiéns on the times. 
The Continuation of his Servey*, however, forms a 
néceffary link in the chain of political works. ‘The 
atrocious exceffes’ of eruelty which difgraced and 
developed the principles of the chief revolutionifts, 
have 6 where been more compendioufly colle&ed, 
than by Peter Porcupine, in his tract entitled the Bloody 
Baoyt : a buoy judicioufly placed to mark the fhoals, 
rocks, arid qui¢kfarids, on which the politicians of 
Fratice were loft; left the pilots of America thould 
fii blindly inté the fame deftruction. America 
feems to have taken warning; and we hope hér 
public veffel will fail fecurely, in fpite of all ftorms 
and hufricanes in which the demon of demotracy 
{6 long has ridden triumphant. The enemy of out 
finance, as of every patt of our fyftem, Paine, has 
veceived an able confutation in a traét of a Mr. 
Foerffony, which is printed in all the languages of 
Europe. We conclude this divifion of our Preface, 
with thé mention of that pleading for his country- 
frien in exile, which has been produced by M. La//y§. 
On fuch a fubjett, a little redundancy is very par: 
donable, and the caufe of juftice cannot eafily find a 
more able advocate than the writer of that defence. 
If the great ftorm is, as we may hope, at length fub- 
fiding, it may be expetted that unreafonable animo- 
fities will fubfide with it, and fuch remedies as are 
yet practicable, be humanely applied to the effects of 
paft violence and frenzy. 


Law. 


_ Our national law has not often received an illuftra- 
tion more judicious in its kind, fo far as it extends, 
than in the Ejay on Ujesi, publifhed at no very dif- 


* No. IV. p. tt5- + No. II. p.201. { Adam Smith and 
7. Paine; No, VI, p. 682. § No. VI. p. 657. i) No. Il. 
b. 155. oS 
an 
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PREFACE. xi 
tant period, by Mr. Cruife. This author, whofe Ef- 


{av on Fines and Recoveries is an eftablifhed book, 
will, we hope, take other opportunities of communi- 
cating his knowledge to the world. On the confined 
topic of Monopolies, Mr. Morris*, a barritter, has pub- 
lifhed a fmall traét not only of temporary, but of 
permanent ufe. On the Hindoo Law, the tranf- 
lation of the Infitates of Menut, offers to the public 
a very curious piture. On a comparifon of the le- 
gal codes of all the different nations of the world, 
ome very curious {peculations might be founded ; 
and the materials for fuch an invehipation have, of 
late years, been greatly augmented by publications of 
Afiatic origin. The remarks of Sir William Jones, 
on thefe Inftitutes, are highly valuable. 3 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


There are works which feem with propriety to 
demand a certain degree of fplendor, as ellential to 
their dignity. Thofe in general which require a 
number of plates, belong to this clafs, and thofe of 
natural hiftory more efpecially, which to have their 
full perfection, muft give the colours as well as the 
form of the objeéts reprefented. Such are, in all 
refpeéts, the charaéters of the Account of Indian Ser- 
pents, publifhed by Dr. Rufe/{, which, in the execu- 
tion and number of its plates, difplays, among othér 
things, the well-placed munificence of the Eaft-[ndia 
Company, which beftows on fcience fuch a noble 
mark of its efteem. The fcientific account of the 
objeéts is no lefs honourable to the writer. Asa 
work of ee beauty, without the aid of colout, 
Myr. Church’s§ Cabinet of Quadrupeds, muft not by any 
means be paffed in filence. So long as there is no 
want of correttnefs in the figures, for the ufe of the 
naturalift, it is certainly pleating to the eye of tafte, 


* No. I. p. 62. No. L. ps 55 +N +o 
bbb. V, wn t P: 55 ¢ No, Il. p, 22. 
: to 









xi PREFACE. 
to fee them defigned with the fkill of a painter. As 
an elementary manual to introduce Natural Hiftory 
to the attention of youth, we may recommend the 
tranflation of Profeffor Roff’s Syem*, which has lately 
appeared, On feleét parts of natural philofophy, 
feveral valuable effays have lately been noticed by us. 
The Philofophy of Colours, is hiftorically and praétically 
treated with great fkill, by Dr. Bancroft. While 
Mr. Crifp very laudably sadaseaiics to develope 
more fully the difficult Theory of Vifiont. Dr. Priefley 
makes a final ftruggle for Phlogilton, in a traét con- 
taining Experiments ‘and Objervations on Air§ ; and the 
power of producing Cold by artificial means, has 
perhaps been carried to the aaa by the attention 
and ingenuity of Mr. Wa/ker|. The account given 
by Mr. King, of Stones that have fallen from the at- 
mofphere, is curious to a great degree ; on conjec- 
tures formed upon fo difficult a fubjeét, it is not in 
our power to pronounce a decifion. 

































Botany. 


We can commence this feGion of our Preface 
with a publication ftill more magnificent than that 
which opens the preceding. ‘This is the work on 


_the Exotic Plants cultivated at Kew, drawn and colour- 


ed by the firft. of poet painters, Mr. Bayer, and 
publifhed by Mr. Ajto Ten plates of Ericas, 
executed in a ftyle of be auty, that perhaps was never 
feen before, teach the opulent levers of this pleafing 
fcience, what they have to expeét in the continua- 
tion of a moft noble undertaking. A very curious 
eenus of exotic plants, the Stape/iz, has alfo received 
an excellent illuftration, from ten plates, with fuita- 
ble defcriptions, publithed by Mr. Mafontt. Thete 
are firong proofs of the flourifhing ftate of botany. 


* No. III. p. 334. + No. V. p. 498. ~ No. IV. p- 396. 
& No. LV. p. 416. | No. VI. p. 586. < No, IV, p. 445. 
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No Englith botanift will require to be told the 
value of Dr.Withering’s Botanical Arrangements*, which, 
in their prefent ftate of improvement, are more than 
ever eftablifhed as a claflical work. The ftudent in 
botany will be. glad to know that fuch a guide may 
be obtained. 


Memoirs oF SOCIETIES. 


On publications fo various as thefe, a general 
opinion can feldom be pronounced ; they may, for 
the moft part, be defcribed like Egypt— 

—— Ty TAEICon Déper FeiBwooe apap 
Dipuane, TOAAG prev ECOAM peusy eve, TOAAM Dé AUYpare 


Nor is this to be deemed a reproach. Such is the 
unavoidable nature of mifcellaneous compilations ; 
and the care that ‘fhould be too ftudioufly direéted 
to exclude indifferent papers, would fometimes be 
carried too far, and ‘deprive the public of valuable 


















information. We have neticed within this volume, 
the two parts of the Philofophical Tranfactions of 
London, for 1796¢; the fecond part of Vol. LV. of 
the Manchefier Memoirst. ; and the thirteenth volume 
of the Society of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce§, 


MEDICINE. 


Though we have no great work at prefent to an- 
nounce in this clafs, it cannot be faid that the genius 
ef medicine fleeps. Efforts are daily made for -the 
improvement of different branches, and if the pro- 
grefs, on the whole, is flow, we may hope that it is 
alfo the more fure. The work on Comparative Ana- 
tomy, begun by Profeflor Harwood ||, of Cambridge, 

romifes to be a book of credit to the author, and of 
utility to the ftudent.. The fatal yellow fever ftill 


* No.1. p. tr _+ Now Ve. p. 461; VEL pe 61g; 
+ No, i, Ps (Ole § No, U, Pe 204 { Ne. L. p. 69- 
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continues to exercife the abilities of thofe who have 
witneffed and refifted its ravages, and our prefent 
volume contains two traéts devoted to this fubje& : 
the one by a furgeon, of the name of Brice*, the other 
by Dr. Clarkt, of Edinburgh. Though there is 
fome reafon to fear that this fever has feldom hitherto 
given way to medical treatment, ’till its malignity had 
{pontaneoully diminifhed, yet is much ufetul infor- 
mation to be colleéted from all thefe publications, as 
we have expreffed more particularly in the article laft 
mentioned. Dr. Woodville has chofen the Hifory of 
Inoculationt, for the fubjeét of his enquiry, and has 
proceeded with fuccefs through one volume of his 
work. <A very able attempt to improve the know- 
ledge of the comparative ftate of the Pulfe, has been 
made by Dr. Falconer§, who, if he has calculated his 
tables with more minutenefs than was abfolutely 
neceflary, has yet proceeded on right and ufeful prin- 
ciples. There is enough of curious matter in Brown’s 
Elements of Medicine|, as publifhed by Dr. Beddoes, 
to entitle it to the attention of the enquiring phy- 
fician, though the work cannot, on the whole, be 
confidered as important. ‘There are merits alfo in 
Dr. Trotter's Medicina NauticaG, which certainly en- 
title it to be mentioned here, though the author has 
perhaps decided rather too haftily on fome important 
experiments lately tried on the fubje€t of infeétion. 


PokETrRY. 


Smitten early with the enthufiaftic love of poe.ic 
harmony, we fee with pleafure our litt of works, 
belonging to this clafs, more than ufually extenfive. 
Among the candidates for fame of this kind, pre- 
cedence muft infallibly be given to Majon, the friend 
of Gray, the bard, whofe lyre, after founding for 


* No. I. p. 30. + No. VI. p. 626. No. II. p. 149: 
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half a century®, is filent now for ever, and has left, 
as ufual, more of regret for the lofs of its harmony, 
than it could obtain of attention while the poet 
lived. Not that Mafon was neglected ; but that, as 
a living poet, he was often mentioned with a cold- 
nefs, which we think will now fubfift no more. 
The shird volume of his Poemst, hardly publifhed before 
he was fnatched away, brings forward many new 
and powerful claims to public eftimation. With 
delight alfo do we return to the mention of Mr. 
Way's very elegant and fpirited verfion of the ancient 
Fabliauxt; and, with very fincere eagernefs, do 
we exprefs our with, that nothing may divert the 
author from the continuation of this pleafing work. 
He has conquered the poets of France on their own 
round ; let him continue his blow, and complete 
Pi. triumph, and that of the Britith Mufes. Ag. 
Polwhele, a writer undoubtedly of much poetic merit; 
in republifhing his Sketches im Ver/e§, has made fome 
additions, which entitled them tobe mentioned by us; 
and the volume altogether demands our mention 
here. A Poem, called The Sea, by Mr. Bidlake}, 
offers an imitation of Thompfon’s ftyle, which 
evinces, beyond a doubt, no inconfiderable portion 
o: that poet’s genius ; ‘and gives us reafon to hope, 
thai, if he will but learn to blot, he will learn alfo 
t» vvrite for immortality. A volume of Sonmgts, and 
other {mall Poems, by an author, whofe name is 
Park, detained us yery pleafingly, during the time 
we could beitow upont ; and deferves, undoubtedly, 
the: we fhould point out to others the fource of otir 
gratification. Dr. Doig’s extraéts from his Poem on 
Stirling Cafile**, has excited a defire to fee the re- 
mainder of his compofition. Nor ought AZ. Ham- 
ley’s book of Poemstt to be paffed in filence. The 


* His monody on Pope, entitled Mufeus, was publifhed in 17473 
he died in this year, 1797. + No. VI. p. 642. ft No. Hl. P 158. 
§ No, VI, p. 671. | No. tu p-giz, ~ SqaNa Vi, Gyo. 
** No. IV. p.42q. t+ No. BV. p, 43te 

tranflation 





































GB tr nein tence a8 


VR 7 am 
, eens 





xVi PROB FA CE} 


tranflation of Mu/feus*, isnot lefs elegant, than the 
typography in which jit ‘is°prefented to’ the public ? 
whith; being that of Bulmer, formsno flight encd- 
mium. When we praife a fatire, we by rio means 
intend to adopt alithe fentiments or Opinions it con® 
veys,and, with that reftriGtion, we cannot but applaud 
res a fpirit of the Bguefrian Epiftlet, one of the 
produftions of the unknown.and much fought author 
of. the Purfuits of: Literature. The! Trial of Vors 
niger under the fi€tion of extraéts' from the tragedy 
of that name, continues to give: very fuccefsful imis 
tations of our great dramatic bard, and frequently 
hits off a boa ot with elegance as well as‘truthi » 


EpiTions oF PorEMs. 


That the poems of an author fo old as Laurencé 
Minot§, thould now. be. firft publithed, is rather an 
extraordinary.event ; the circumftances which led to 
the publication, are mentioned in our account of the 
book. | It. is well. edited by Mr. Ritfon, on. whom, 
neverthelefs; we found: it neceflary to offer fome 
animadverfions ; but more particularly for the.opi- 
nions he thought proper todeliver in his republication 
of the fongs refpeCting Robin Hood. If this gentleman 
has fome of the talents belonging to the editorial cha- 
racter, he certainly is not without many of the faults 
which. have frequently been obje€ted to it ; and fome 

uliar.to himfelf, Mr..G. Wakefield's edition of 
ope’s Homer@, bating the reftlefs ambition of the edi, 
tor to correét and improve his author, is a welcome 
acceffion to literature ;. and, from the rapidity of the 
anhotator’s pen, has preceded, inftead of following, 
the edition of the author’s original works, on which 
we fhall fpeedily have the pleafure of reporting. 
The beautiful edition of Somervilie’s Cha/e, from the 
prefs of Bu/mer**, and the convenient and elegant one 


* No. V. p. + No. Lp. 74. t No. V. ‘ 
§ No.l. pas [No Lper6 MNO. Lp. 34. i Caen 













PREFACE, ixvit 
adited by Dr. Aikin*, though calculated for different 
purpofes, and for different purchafers, agreé in this, 
that they are honourable trophits to thé poet’s fame; 
and proofs of the eftimation he has cbtained among 
his countrymen. His Chafe has merit enough to 
juttify the felection, and is of aconvc.«' nt length for 
uch editions. 





Dramatic. 


There is imminent danger that the Britith Drama 
will fhortly be defended only by the merciful adage 
de mortuis nil nifi bonnm ; fuch ttabh is tolerated in the 
theatres, and confequently fuch trath is written for 
them, that the produétions of this clafs do not often 
afford us much {cope for commendation. We have 
mentioned only a cee in this volume, among which 
were Abroad and at Home, by Mr. Holman}, and the 
Way to get Married, by Mr. Morton}; neither of 
them deferving much praife or cenfure, but paffable 
in the prefent dearth. The mufe of Cumberland is 
nearly filent, and in this {phere of her a€tion is fome- 
times hafty, yet we hold it a day of gala when one 
ef her productions is announded. 


NovELs. 


When a writer fo well eftablithed in reputation as 
Dr. Moore undertakes to write a novel, we may be 
tolerably well affured, that the refult will be fome- 
thing confiderably fuperior to the common ware of 
the fhops. This is undoubtedly true of the novel 
called Edwards, which fuffers rather by being com- 
pared with other works of the fame author, «he by 
any fuperiority in his a€tual competitors for fame. 
Glarentine| is a pleafing offspring of a family diftin- 


ad No. IL «1Q 3+ No. IV, ° No. VI. 2 
§ No, Ill, Mors ty | No. Tf. 4 are ; na " 
b guifhed 


BRIT. CRIT. VOL. 1X. 


























xviil PREFACE. 


guithed for various kinds of ingenuity and talents; 
and perhaps may be confidered as announcing more 
than it a€tually prefents. Vaurien* ‘is a produétion 
of fome merit, in delineating the chara€ters and 
manners’ of the times, and we think “is likely *to 
be ufeful. Other novels, not devoid of attra€tions, 
~have paffed through our hands; but when we:‘come 
to thefe which fight, even well, in the common 
ranks, we muft be content to give a general notice 
of them. 


Alcandrumque, Haliumque, Noémonaque, Piytanimque. ib 


MISCELLANIES. 


Nothing more completely mifcellaneous can be 
feen, than the Effays publifted by a Society of Gentle 
men, at Exetert. . We have not claffed them with the 
Memoirs of Societies, becaufe the fociety itfelf pre- 
ferves a kind of anonymous ‘form, néither affuming a 
title, nor. enumerating its members. The volume 
confifts of poetry, philology, antiquarianifm, ‘all 
creditable, more or lefs, to the authors, and fome of 
them in no inconfiderable degree. The Oriéntal 
Colleétionst, publithed by Major Quféley, promife! to 
abound in matter very interefting to ftudents in the 
Faftern languages, and .to all who feel a liberal 
curiofity refpecting the manners, inftitutions, and 
literature of thofe countries: a curiofityynow mich 
more diffufed in this nation, than at any former 
period. ‘lhe curious reader will. not look in -vain 
tor amufement in the Apology for the Believers in the: 
Shak/peare MSS. written by «Mr. Chalmers§; ‘even 
though he fhould defpife the forgery, and: difregard. 
the controverfy by which it was occafioned. The hif- 
tory of our own language, and of our drama, have 
obligations to this author, which are not counter: 


t 
* No. III. p. 262. + No, III, p, 241; IV. p. 
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balanced by a few unbounded excurfions of con- 
jefture. A volume of Sketches by the Poet Laureat*, 
though of no laboured conftruétion, are. not without 
their claims to notice. They who feek amufement 
in them, may find inftru&tion alfo, a combination that 
fhould never be diffolved: , Some Efflays on Gardening, 
republifhed by Mr. G. Mafont, may claim a place 
among the writings on that fubje¢t, and are more 
free than many others of the fame clafs, from the 
rage of fyftem, and acrimony of: prejudice. We 
fhall conclude our fummary with the mention of 
Mr. Fulton's judicious work on the Improvement of 
Canal Navigation}, a publication, the principles of 
which will, we conceive, be the more valued, as the 
are more confidered, and will tend, pare ulti~ 
mately, to introduce an important change in the 
general fyftem of canals. 

Thefe are the principal publications of merit, 
recorded in the prefent volume. There are alfo 


"AAAwy Epvece TOAAR vEdyPeDcpmnnnnne 


Of the whole then, we may fay with the fame 
Anthologic bard§, 3 


"AAAd Diroig wev emotes Dépw yap’ eof 32 puoas 
Kowos 6 trav Meszéwy governs céDavos. 


Thefe to our friends we bring; to all who claim 
The myftic wreath of literary fame ; 

That garland which the Mutfe’s facred hand, 

Weaves with {weet words, and many an accent bland. 


* No. Il. p. 185. + No. I. p. 207. No. Il. p. 1426 
§ Meleager, plea I, — ; RY: 
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